Chapter - XI

THE EXTENT OF THE EARTH
1. The Meru Mountain:

Although Bharata Varsa is the chref 'Karma
Bhumi3 yet the embodied souls are in all the four-
teen lokas. Having therefore described life in the other

lokas, now Sri Vijaya Dasarya gives a detailed account
of Bhuloka.

The Meru mountain is a lakh jojanas high,
Sixteen thousand yoj anas of it underneath the earth;

It is brilliant being made of gold;

The rest of the measurement is thus

It is eighty four thousand above the earth;

The divine abode has eight mountain peaks around;

There are lovely gardens and lakes and ponds;

The palace of Brahma is ten thousand yojanas wide;

Right in the heart of it/the Divine Ganga
Descends and jumps down to a depth of one yojana;

Then gaily Sowing, it divides itself into four;

The river enters the sea of the east;

It has four different holy names

The palaces of Indra and other directional gods

Is each two and a half thousand yojanas wide.

The Meru mountain stands at the very centre of
the terrestrial stretch and it is fixed there. The pecu-
liarity of this mountain is that it is thin at the base
and broad at the top; where its diameter is thirty two
thousand yojanas. From the surface of the earth it